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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





AN INFALLIBLE RULE FOR MAKING 
A DEIST. 


Having had an opportunity for a considerable degree 
of observation, as it respects the consistency, or mcon- 
sistency of the conduct of men, and their professions, 
aftef having examined a variety of creeds, and witnes- 
ed the effects of which they are productive, I have been 
led to conclude that those usually denominated the 
Calvinistic and Arminian, are much better calculated 
to make Deists than Christians. To elucidate this prin- 
ciple, I will here lay down the outlines of the plan that 
1 would pursue, in order to embitter the mind of a con- 
csiderate man against Christianity, and induce him to 
adhere to the principles of Deism. 

] would, first, persuade him that his reason was not 
to be exercised, in the great work of interpreting the 
ccriptures, or deciding on the important point that im- 
volves their validity. I would teach him that, though 
God, in the beginning, confered on man a proper prin- 
ciple of reason, capable of forming correct conclusions, 
yet, that by Adam’s transgression, both his own reason, 
and that of his posterity, have become so far defiled or 
so imperfect, as to render man altogether incapable of 
judging aright. I should, hence debar him of al] means 
of obtaining proof of the authenticity of the sacred writ- 
ings, aad of course they would become, to him, a mys- 
useless volume. ‘The consequence of this 
would be, that he must reject them. 

secondly, | would teach him, that be was a sinner, 
doomed to suffer endless misery in a future slate. In 
order to enforce this idea, ] would, strenuously insist, 


terious and 


Lat Ged had denounced this punishment on all men, 
in consequence of the moral evil, that we inherit from 
cur first progenitors. If ] could persuade him to believe 
that (he scriptures contaiued all this, 1 think his mind 
would be much confirmed in the principles of Deism ; 
for he would, very probably, find out, that there was 
no propriety in his being obliged to suffer for another 
man’s offence: lence that the scriptures were impure. 
| would, thirdly, inform him, that the scriptures declare 
‘*that God did, from eternity, foreordain whatsoever 
1 am certain that by this time, he 
would discoves a further difficulty. . ** For,” says he, 


comes to pass,”? 


very much, and render the object sure. Fourthly, it 
should be my endeavor to inform bim, that though man, 
a finile creature, had been guilty of an infinite trans- 
gression, and though Deity an immutable being had de- 
creed eternal death to “‘ every soul that signeth,’* yet 
he had so far changed his purpose, as te admit of a-com- 
promise, and in consequence of his love of the world of 
mankind, had coneluded to save a part of them, by vir- 
tue of an infinite atonement. If there was not @ suff- 
cient degree of absurdity in this statement, | would,- 
Fifthly, make the scripture to say, that in order that an 
infinite atonement should be procured the Almighty Be- 
Ing, though but one God, was yet three persons, thereby 
maging it evident, (reason to the contrary, notwith- 
standing ;) that three times one is one; and that of 
course, it required three infinites to form one infinity. 
Further, that one of these persons who is “* very God,” 
and whose presence fills immensity, came down to earth 
and ** was made flesh ;”’ inhabited a human body, pro- 
gressed from childhood to manhood, slept, waked, ate, 
drank, suffered fatigue, hunger, thirst, temptation, and 
finally death, and burial, like unto man, in order to 
atone for the sins of his creatures, and answer the de- 
mands of his own violated Jaw! If he wished to know, 
how Ged could undergo all these things, and of what 
utility they could be to man, I would send bim again to 
the Calvinist and Armenian, and, if I mistake not, they 
would inform him, that the Divine nature did not suffer, 
but only supported that of the human. By this time, I 
think, he would find that Jesus Christ suffered merely as 
a man, and therefore, could not make an infinite atone- 
ment. Hence, not being allowed the exercif® of rea- 
son, I am bold to say, that he could notdindin the suf- 
ferings of Christ, sufficient to atone forthe sins of the 
whole world. 

Fifthly, I would teach bim that though God had de- 
termined to save certain persons, yet it was hecessary’ 
that they should repent, and believe the gospel in.this 
life, or he would damn them eternally; and yet that. it 
was impossible that they should thus repent and believe 
without the special agency of his irresistable will, | And 
though his love for all men had prompted him to offer 
salvation to all, yet the operations of his spirit were not | 
intended to produce that effect, but merely to enhance | 
their misery, and his glory in a future world. If he 
shou!d ask of what service it could be to send the gos- 





** if the Almighty bath predetermined my character and 
my conduct, what am J, that J should resist his will 29 | 
Aud what right has be, except power confers right, to| 
punish me for performing his will? But, for fear his 
ruind shoulc not be fully established, | would further 
obserre that some persons say, that God did not fore-| 
ordain,” but only ** foreknew ;?? and that he was plac- 





ed ina holy and perfect state, in the midst of tempta- 
tion ; and that bis Maker formed and introduced into | 
the garden, atempter, thathe knew would prevail over | 
the man, and cause hin fo cominit sin; which sin was, | 
that of prefering knowledge to ignorance ; aud that, in | 
consequence of this act, and without having previously 
communicated it to man, had sentenced him to suffer 
an eternity of misery! Ifhe should wish to know how 
sin could originate in the breast of a perfect holy being, 
I would assure him, that it did not originate in man, bat! 
was introduced by an angel once holy and vastly sn- 
perior to man, and who fell from heaven by reason of 
transgression. “This, ! think, would very much enhance 
the difficulty, and if he wished to have it solved, ] 
would refer lim to a Calvinist and an Armenian. For | 





pel to those, whom the Father had de/ermined not to 





save, I would answer, that it might become “ glad tid- | 
ings of great joy to all people.’ If inquiry should be} 
made, ‘‘ How can these things be?” I would answer, | 
that A-LL spells a small part, and that to this small part 


the eternal damnation of the sinner, will be ** glad, tid-} 


ings.” 

Sixthly, | would again say, that in order that any one 
of the elect should be saved, it becomes negessary that | 
he should ‘believe a lie, and no/ be dawned.” i, e, 
That he should see himself sinking inio endless aiisery, 
when God bas promised to save him. ‘That he views 
bimself so great a sinner, that Goad cannot shew, Lim 
merey, when he declares in his word, that, he ‘* will 
save to the uttermost all that come to him,’ &c. 

if it be declared rat God might save all, with equal 
ease and with wore propriety, considering his nature to 


i 
’ 





a 


to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth ;” 
he did not mean so, but merely, that he would if he 
could ! 

Thus have I given a brief, though candid, statement 
of the Calvinistic and Armenian methods of making 
Christians; and I will appeal to any candid man, to 
know whether he can believe such an unmeaning and 
inconsistent combination of jargon, to exist in the bible ? 
and also believe it to be the pure word of God? Ifany 
one should wish to know what method I would pursue, 
to confirm the mind, in the principles of Christianity, I 
answer candidly ; I would flatly contradict all the above 
statements and pledge myself, to produc incontestible 
evidence, in support of an opposite theory. 

AMICUS. 
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Mr. Bowen,—Forming an opinion, from your useful 
paper, of the readiness with which you insert intelli- 
gence concerning the spread of the truth, I take this 
opportunity to give you a brief account of my journey 
to Eastport, Me. and from thence to St. David's and St. 
Stepben’s in the British dominions; and hope you will 
insert it in your next Magazine, as it is taken in all those 
places, and others in that region. 

l arrived at Eastport in season, to preach the last sab- 
bath in.August. Our meeting was not large, but the at- 
tention was extremely good. The first sabbath in Sep- 
tember, the congregation was much larger; and every 
ear open, and ready to hear the word of life and salva- 
tion. Having a pressing invitation to deliver my mes- 
sage at St. David's, a distance about thirty miles from 
Eastport, | passed on to that place, and was happily dis- 
appointed in meeting a large and respectable audience, 
in a place where the gospel of inipartia] salvation had 
never before been proclaimed. On Monday, the Meet- 
ing-house was generously open for my admission ; the 
audience Dumerous, On Tuesday I visited a place, 
called Middletown, where! found a large audience, 
and the greatest attention paid, ‘The sabbath followmg, 
I preached at Schosdock, to a collection of inquiring 
people, of a very respectable appearance. From thence » 
I returned to Eastport, where I preached another day, 
and took an affectionate leave of a generots and kind 
people, of whese attention and liberality 1 cannot be 
too deeply sensible, At each of those places, | found 
brethren, of whose sincerity and facility | entertain an, 
high opinion, and for whose prosperity | most heartily 
pray. 

in consequence of my inability to preach, by reason 
of a stricture on my Jungs, Lréeturned sooner than I bad 
contemplated, My friends were anxious to have me 
continue with them; but I was unable to gratify them. 
It is my desire, (and | fee] supported by the frequent 
solicitations of those people, ) that some young and, en- 
ferprising brother, would make them a visit, the ensu- 
ing spring. | verily believe it might be a means of | 
much good, by establishing the order among them. 

Feeling an interest ‘im the subject, | would intimate, 
that matty itinerant preachers destroy their influence, 
by raising en impradent contention, | respecting «their 


be ** love,” f answer, * it is absolutely necessary that), government, and speaking disrespectfully “of the pow- 
be slonld damn some efernally, to manifest hi justice, vers that be.” ‘ 


though Christ ** died for alj.?? And if it should require. 


And now, as fam well stricken in years, and my. of- 


any ‘hing more to induce a reasonable man to reject the | Gcial labors nearly ‘at a:close, 1 would express a sincere 
him to aC ‘eriptures and be a Deist,—I would say, to complete ; desire ‘that! my’ bréthren, in the Lord, would double 
think, that in this point, they would lighten my labor | the work, though Deity has.said, he ‘ will have ali men! their, diligence in > preaching the gospel to every” 
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creature, till we all come if the unity of the faith, an: 

of the knowledge of the Son of God, unte a perfect 

man, onto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ.’ J. BUTTERFIELD. 
Ottober 15, 1821. : 
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MISSIONARIES. 


Perbaps there is no subject which has more excited 
‘the public attention for a few years past, than the un- 
remitted call for Missionaries, and the pressing demand 
vpon the charity and purses of the christian community, 
for means to support them, both foreign and domestic. 
From the reports of treasurers of societies for this pur- 
pose, we,learn that large amounts are obtained from 
youth, many of whom are dependant upon their infaut 
hands for their daily food. Having been taught to be- 
Tieve, that the eternal interest of the heathen souls de- 
pends upon the exertion of those who enjoy the light of 
christianity ; they refuse themselves many of the neces- 
sary comforts of life, that they may swell the coffers of 
those who beg for the support of Missionaries. An un- 
common instance of such christian charity is recorded 
in the 4th number of the 3d volume of the American 
Baptist Magazine. 

“* A blind girl brought toa Clergyman thirty shillings, 
Tor the missionaries of the society. The clergyman, 
surprised that she should offer him so Jarge a sum, said 
to her, you area poor blind girl, you cannot afford to 
give thirty shillings to the society. 1 am indeed, sir, 
said she, as yeu may see, a blind girl ; but not so poor, 
perhaps, as yoo may suppose me to be; and I think I 
ean prove to you, that | can better afford to give these 
thirty shillings, than those girls can, who have eyes. 
The clergyman, was, of course, very much strack with 
her answer, and said, I should be glad to know how 
you make that out. Sir, she answered, I am a basket 
maker; end being blind, | can make baskets as well in 
the dark ¢s in the lighf. Now I am sure, sir, in the last 
dark winter, it must have cost those girls that have 
eyes, more than thirty shillings to buy candles to see to 
make baskets; and sol think I bave proved that I can 
afford this money, and now I hope you will take it all 
for the Missionaries. There being nothiag more re- 
Jated upon the subject, we presume that the poor little 
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eign Jands to save the beathen. How much sin there 
has been committed, by going about begging money, 
from society to soviety, from house to house—from one 
person to snother, and even to the indigent, depend- 
ant class of the community too, under pretence of 
sending salvation to the poor perishing heathen; while 
large somis of these donations are lavished upon Rev. 
D. D.’s, who are presidents, secretaries, and treasurers, 
‘of missionary societies, and collectors of missionary 
funds; whose yearly salaries alone are sufficient to sup- 
port them ini affluence. Surely these are evils of mo 
small magnitude, and ought if possible, to be prevented, 
Bat how mueh greater is that evil which is presented, 
when we behold eo many thousand of heathen, who are 
represented by the pious missionary as entirely desti- 
tute of all means of salvation. What is to be done ?— 
The funds must be raised, the missionary must go even 
at the expense of thousands, or the wrath of an offend- 
ed God, will plunge the poor ignorant heathen down 
to remediless woe!) And this is not all; we are told 
that if we do net pay our money, and missionaries risk 
their lives ; but let the heathen perish for lack of knew!l- 
edge, at that great day of judgment, when the wi- 
verse shall: be assembled for-trial, those tormented souls 
will rise up as witnesses against us ; and perhaps, prove 
the eternal condemnation of our own sedls, It has 
now become time for us to devise some method, or seek 
some means whereby we may avoid these portending 
calamities’; and this is quite an easy task. For if the 
everlasting welfare of the heathen souls is at the con- 
trol of a Being who possesses as oruch pity and com- 
passion as those pious missionaries, who are so anxious 
to have them saved, we are out of the difficulty at once. 

For if the missionary so earnestly desires the salvation 
of all, that he is willing to hazard bis life to save a few; 
he in whose hands is their disposal, possesses equa) pity, 

compassion, and desire, certainly wil] not save less than 

fall. Now feader, look with me for one moment at the 

dear Missionary, standing on the capsil of the wharf, 

surrounded with his venerable patrons, whose stream- 

ing eyes afé directed heaven- ward ; while the desires of 
their bleeding: hearts are ascending in leud cries to the 

Father of all flesh, for the salvation of the idelatrous 

i kingdoms ; that they may become the kingdoms of our 

Lord and of his Christ. And that this devoted servant of 
the most High, who is about to sacrifice every thing that 

‘is near and dear to him on earth, may be preserved 


blind basket maker’s money was taken ; notwithstand-| from the dangers of the deep ; that he may go to the be- 


ing it might have left her entirely destitute. But what 
use is made of the money, that comes from such sources ? 
‘Ia it spent for the support of the pious Missionary whose 
vowels yearn for the poor heathen, while he sees the 
fiery indigdation and wrath ef an angry Ged, hanging 
ever them, ready to plunge them into the fire of an 
-eternal hell? To preserve honesty and truth in the 
‘eollectors of these funds, we fain would hope this to be 
the case; yet, however, we sometimes have accounts 
‘which prove, that some of the money which is given to 
benefit the souls of heathen in foreign lands, is given to 
the collector with interest. In the first number of the 
Christian Intelligencer, (a quarterly publication lately 
‘eommenced at Portland,) we are told of one of these 
Clergyman, a collector of Missionary funds, who re- 
turned to the society, as the fruit of bis labor, 25 dol- 

Satisfied no doubt, that this was aJl he could ob- 
tain, or that he had been prudent in his expences, and 
that this was al] he could save to bring to them; it was 
thonght right that he should be compensated ; but so 
great is their-compassion for the poor benighted heath- 
en, and so choice are they of the Missionary funds, that 
for his faithful and repeated detail of woes, that are 
coming upon the idolatrous nations, they can afford him 
only thirty dollars. Now friendly reader, think for one 
moment, how many lives have been risked upon the 
peisterous ocean, and in dangerous climates to save the 
beathen. How many thousands and thousands of dol- 
Tare pave been expended to satisfy the bleeding heart 
‘of the pious Missionary, by enabling bim to go te for- 


nighted brother, and carry to them, what? ‘ Glad tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to al] people? That as in 
Adam all die, eren so in Christ shall a}l be made slive? 
That God will have all men to be saved, and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth? That in the dispen- 
‘sation of the fullness of times he will gather together in 
one, all things in Christ?” No, no such tidings as 
these are carried ; but the pious Missionary whose bow- 
els yearn with so much solicitude, for the salvation of 
the heathen nations, for whom missionary fund collec- 
tors have labored so bard, for whose benefit the poor 
little blind basket maker’s money was taken; goes and 
tells the wicked heathen, that he has left his native 
country, and even father, mother, brother, and sister, 
to inform: them that there is an invisible being, who is 
the great firet’cause, and last end of all things, the dis- 
poser of all events; who has decreed from all eternity 
that a few stlect individuals, in their notions, are to be 
forever happy in the peradise of God ; but the remain- 
der, by far the greater part, are reprobated to eternal 
burnings in the sulphurious flames of hell; which is all 
for his glory. Surely it is deserving thirty dollars to 
Pcollect twenty-five dollars, for such a purpose; and 
‘would leave the donor’s purse in a far better condition, 
than that the missionary represents the souls of the 
beathen. Such folks may have a zeal for God, but it is 
far from being according to knowledge. ‘* Ask of me, 


(says the divine testimony) and [ shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 





of the earth for thy possession,” 


“ These words spake 





Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Fath. 
er, the hour iscome; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may 
glorify thee: as thou hast given him power over aff 
flesh, that he should give eternal life to aswany os 
thou hast givenhbim.” ‘* All things are delivered unto 
me of my father.’ All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me; and him that cometh to me J will in no 
wise cast out.”’ ‘* Let God be true, but erery man a 
liar.”* FE. 
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REPLY TO J, B*****, 


Sir,—You say that aienion, as used in the 25th of 
Matthew, ‘** means in both cases what is experienced in 
thie life ;* aecording to this singular definition of aioni- 
on, we have eternal life in this world, and it seems to be 
doubtful in your mind whetber it is extended any fur- 
ther, for you say “* doubtless it will not cease to be 
enjoyed,” &c. Atany rate, as you have defined the 
word, we shall enjoy eternal life ** here in the flesh.” 

“* When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him,” before him shal) be gath- 
ered all nations, some will be condemned to everlast- 
ing [aienton) punishment, but the righteous to life etex- 
nal [aionion.} This is to take place, or bas, according 
to your idea in this world. Then the life that we here 
live in the flesb, and this world, will endure eternally 
Such is the ineviteble conclusion from the preceding 
premises, which are selected from your communice- 
tion.—I will refer you, sir, to my observaticns in the 
Universalist Magazine, of the 3d of November, ani! 
to those in the same paper, signed Senex. Yours re- 
spectfully. 6. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Mr. Editor,—Sir, I did not expect to see any notice 
taken of my communication, which appeared in your 
last paper, so soon. I do net exactly understand this 
manner of procedure, Before my manuscript is print- 
ed and delivered to the public for an unbiased perusal, 
it is submitted to the examination of the very geatle- 
man to whom it was addressed ; who, fearing what effect 
such home thrust questions aight have upon the pub- 
lic, does not permit it to go unnoticed even for a week, 


without communicating a shadow of a reply in the very 


same paper. If this premature answer is hastened ia 
consequence of any alarm Which may have been excit- 
ed among some Universalists, by that communication, 
the writer begs to be pardoned, as it was entirely unin- 
tentional. I know ofno other way to account for this 
sudden reply ; it being contrary to the rules and regu- 
lations of papers generally, but by the preceeding ob- 
servations, although I am perfectly satisfied with its 
manner and form. 

“Mr. Ballou would ask ‘ Senex,’ whether aiooneon in 
Heb. ix. 26, which is the noun, from which the adjec- 
tive aioonion, in Mat. xxv. 46 is derived, must necessa- 
rily mean eternity? Surely, if the adjective means eter- 
nal, the noun must mean eternity. But according to this, 
St. Paul is made to say, see Heb. ix. 26; * But now 
ence in the end of eternity, hath he appeared, to pug 
away sin, by the sacrifice of himself.’ ” 

In reply to the Rev. Mr. Ballou, I would say that 
aionion does not of necessity mean eternity, because 
aionion is derived from it. .Mionion in the passage be 
has quoted means world, according to Parkhurst, av 
also it does iu many other passages in the Testament. 
* But now once in the end of the world,” &c. this is 
accerding to the translatiup. Parkhurst gives us a variety 
of definitions of aion, as it is used in various places in 
the scriptures, but he gives us but one and the same 
meaning of aionion, and certainly we ought to depend 
upon the authority of Lexicographers, in preference to. 





that of our own whims. 
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Mr. Ballou’s grand argument seems to be founded 
up on this principle, that words have the same meaning 
es their roots from which they aré derived, This cer- 
tainly is an incorrect rule. Anthropia means humanity, 
and is derived from anthropos which means man, but 
according to Mr, B.’s rule, they both must mean the 
same thing. Other words might be mentioned but one 
is sufficient to show the soundness of this principle. 

If the apostle spake of the end of the Jewish dispen- 
sation, and used the word atonion, and did not mean 
eternal, I would beg leave to ask the Rev. Mr. B. what 
word there is in the Greek language that does mean 
eternal? 

As to the snbject ‘ all nations,” Mr. B. has spent 
much time and pains in his sermon, on the subject of 
eternal punishment, to prove that the Jews were only 
included, and that a part of them were happy and a 
part punished, but now he says, that ° al) nations” 
‘‘ comprehends the Jews together with others,” and 
that ‘* the Jews mighi be sat on the left hand and oth- 
ers on the right.” There appears to be a little contra- 
diction and inconsistency here. Observe reader, in 
what manner the word ‘‘ might” is used by Mr. B. I 
would ask Mr. B. whether this is a scripturs] quota- 
SENEX. 


ion. 
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Po the Editor of the Magazine, 

Dear Sir,—I have been fora few months past a con- 
stant reader of your excellent Magazine, and believe it 
to be a paper containing much important knowledge : 
and as it has excited a spirit of inquiry, and your col- 
umns appear to be devoted to the discussion of religious 
subjects—permit me as ap humble inquirer after truth, 
to mention the obstacles which are in my way of em- 
bracing Universaliem. I was educated in the princi- 
ples of Calvinism, and have always doubted some 
points of doctrine advocated by that denomination, 
previous to my acquaintance with your Magazine ; and 
since perusing them, | have been led to reflect, whether 
their doctrines were not the traditions of men, and my 
invesgations on this subject have left my mind unset- 
tled :—And, as the Magazine has been the means of 
unbalancing my mind, I think I have a right to solicit 
a reconciliation of the embarrassments. Believing that 
God governs the world, that He is both a good and 
righteous Governor ; that the true idea of such a Gov- 
ernor is to reward the righteous, and punish the wicked, 
that there seems to me to be little appearance of it on 
earth, for we often see many of the good and virtuous 
poor and afflicted ; and many of the wicked live with- 
out sorrow, and some of the vilest of men raised to dis- 
tinction and honors. And how to reconcile this, any 
ether way, than by suppossing a future state of rewards 
and punishments, has greatly embarrassed my mind. 

2d. The language of some part of scripture dves not 
seem to warrant the doctrine of Universalism,—For ex- 
ample, ‘ Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord,’ 
why not blessed are all the the dead, whether they die 
im the Lord orout ofthe Lord? Again, * be thou faith- 
ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life, 
—why not a crown of life, without being faithful unto 
death? These with some other passages of scripture, 
appear to me opposed to Universalism. If you, or some 
of your correspondents will reconcile the above quota- 
tions, with some other passages of scripture, which I 
shall hereafter solicit an exposition of, you will greatly 
relieve my mind, and gain another proselyte to Univer- 
galism. In haste yours, &c. me 


——— 
RELIGIOUS INCONSISTENCY. 
{im the greater portion of mankind, religion is exbibit- 


ed rather in habits and observances than in principles : 
and, when this is unfortunately the case, it is amazing 


nature of his religion. 





MAGAZINE. 


to the grossest inconsistencies. -Brantome, speaking of 
the Constable Montmorenci, say, ** He never failed 
every morning to say his pater-nosters, whether he staid 
at home or mounted on horseback; but it became a 
saying in the army, * Beware of the pater-nosters of 
Monsieur the Constable ;’ for hit way was, while recit- 
ing or muttering them, as any disorders or irregularities 
came in his way, to cry, * Take me up such a man ; tie 
that other to a tree; pass him through the pikes in- 
stantly ; shoot them all before my face ; cot me in pei- 
ces those scoundrels who hold out that steeple against 
the king; burn this village ; set fire to the country fora 
quarter of a league around ;° and all this without any in- 
termission of his paters till he had finished them, as he 
would have thought it a great sin to put them off for 


another hour, so fender was his conscience !” 
LONDON PAPER. 
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ANECDOTE OF A HEATHEN. 


It is said to have been related of the Baptist mission- 
aries in India, that when one of them had been forcibly 
exhibiting to the idolatrous natives the sinfulness of their 
state, the numerous evidencies of their depravity, the 
alicnation of their hearts from God, and their inevitable 
condemnation if they rejected the gospel of salvation 
by Jesus Christ,—that one of the heathen, struck by 
the mere force of argament, involuntarily gave his tes- 
timony to the truth of the doctrine urged by the mis- 
sionary in the following remark addressed to the preach- 
er. ‘Sahib! these are good words ; but our hearts 
do not turn /*’—Alas! how numerous are the evidences 
in our own enlightened country of the depth of that de- 
pravity into which our race has fallen! Unless a spe- 
cial divine influence is afforded to turn men from sin to 
holiness, they will continue to pursue the road to inev- 
itable perdition, ‘Those who deny this principle will 
be convicted of their wilful blindness and obstinacy by 
the tessimony of this heathen, —Wajchman. 





The subject of “ total depravity,” is a string which is 
played upon with a great degree of eagerness, by the 
advocates of eternal punishment. How there can be 
any accoun/abilily where there is total depravity, is a 
question which we bave never been able to reconcile 
witb scripture, or reason. It naturally arises, of con- 
sequence, that if mankind are totally depraved, they 
cannot turn to God, but by a special divine influence 
exercised by him upon their hearts. But how they are 
to be consigned to inevitable perdition, when they have 
not the power of reformation given them, is an assertion 
which participates of too great a degree of absurdity, to 
be believed by any candid mind: which derogates es 


sentially from the perfections and attributes of our}. 


heavenly Father, as revealed to us in his will ; which, 
is, i@ Our opinion, repugnant to the principles of justice 
and mercy: and asentiment which reason will not 
sanction nor God approve ! It is very certain that man 
could not have prevented his existence ;—or, what is 
the same thing, that mankind were brought into exist- 
ence without their own conseni ; no reasonable person 
will, or can deny this. Then what kind of a Being will 
Calvinists make of God, who wes the cause of man’s 
creation ; brought him into life. totally depraved; ren- 
dered him incapable of thinking a good thought or pre- 
fering a good action, and then consigning the greater 
part of them to eternal perdition?” Is this the char- 
acter of a merciful and good Being, or that of a cruel 
and evil spirit? We leave it for them to decide, 

The Saviour of mankind taught no such doctrine as 
this. He ipculecated enlarged, liberal, and generous 
sentiments, in relation to the character of God, and the 
Sent to live, and to preach the 
gospel] in the midst ofa bigotted and censorious people, 
(for such were the Jews and especially the Pharisees) 
who regarded the Almighty as a partial Being, discarded 
the obligations of genera] benevolence, and within the 


with what facility the human mind accommodates itself limits of possibility, severed the bonds, which onited 













them to the great family of mankind ; bis ministry was 
one continved testimony against such unworthy views 
of God; one continued testimony to the unbounded 
benevolence of our beavenly Father. He taught that 
the character of God was parental ; that his love ex- 
tended to the Jew and to Gentile, and that they should 
come from the north and from the south, and from the 
east and from the west, and sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. He taught 
that God abhors ostentation and spiritual pride; that 
the service in which he most dolights, is in the exercise 
of a candid and forgiving temper ; in modest and silent 
acts of kindness and devotion. He tanght that God 
loves not.a chosen few; bot that he:sent his Son to be 
the Saviour, of the WORLD, that publieans and sin- 
ners, Samaritans and Gentiles are included in the offers 
of his mercy ; that love to enemies, and a love of peace 
constitute men the children of their Father in heaven. 
It is melancholy to look back upon the pues of the 
church, and observe, that notwithstanding the'light of 
the gospel, as gloomy views af Gad have been current 
among christians, as prevailed among the Jews. We trust 
however, the period will soon arrive, when all shall be 
taught of God, and universal peace pervade the earth 
2S +o 

Op The Publisher of the Christian Watchman as- 
sures his patrons, that his paper will continue to be ed- 
ited onthe PRINCIPLES which hare heretofore unt- 
formily marked its pages. — Watchman. 


IN REPLY. 

“ Take heed unto thyself, and unto @..» doctrine, — 
1 Tim. iv. 16. 

‘* For I testify unto every man that hearetb the words 
of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book,”—Rev. xxii. 18. 

-2+o— 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

We have received, from a friend in New Haven, Cou. 
a note, containing the pleasing intelligence, that, 
“eren in that City,” a ‘Society has been formed,” 
and regularly organized, “ for the investigation of Gos- 
pel truths.» We know not, how far the writer intend- 
ed to extend his meaning in the phrases, “* investiga- 
tion,” and “gospel truth,” yet from the complexion 
of the note and the known character of the gentleman 
who is its author, we presume that the foundation oi 
the Society, is laid in christian benevolence and Jibera!+ 
ity. Being confident that every proper step that if 
taken, and every consisient measure that is adopted for 
the advancement of so laudable and praiseworthy an 
object as the light of divine truth, will be crowned 
with the blessing of God, and meet with ultimate suc- 
cess, we hail with pleasure, every effort of our. breth- 
ren, directed to this point, pray for their prosperity, 
and “ bid them God speed.” 

N. B. The officers of the above society, are HENRY 
C. Fuace, Esq. President, Witt1AmM PecknAm, Treas- 
urer, and Jonn C. Gray, Secretary. The occasional 
labors of a Universalist Preacher, are requested. 


Deo 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, &e. 


We are pleased with the communications of “ Amp 
cus” and should be happy to hear from bim oftener. 


“A.” is received, but we consider his poetry defi- 
cient, and must decline its publication. 

“1, D.* which is inserted in our paper of to-day, 
we trust will receive satisfactory answers to his inter- 
ogatories, from some one of our correspondents. 


Errata. In ovr last, in the reply of Mr. Ballou to 
‘ Senex,"—for Heb. ix. ‘23, read Heb. ix. ‘26.?—Also 
for ‘aionion’ used the last time, in the first paragraph 
of ‘ Senex,’—read ‘ aionos,’ (the genative of aton.) 
OO - 
OBITUARY. 


Died, in Stonghton, Mass. on Friday Nov. 2d—-Aftee 
a lingering and painful illness of more than five months, 
which she bore with christian fortitude and resignation, 
Mrs. Rewia Holmes, £t. 19 years; wife of Mr. Ezekiel 
H. Awmiable in her deportment, kind and affable to 
those around her, exercising the principles of christian 
benevolence, love and forbearance, she lived beloved, 
and died lamented. A firm believer in the unbounde 
goodness of God, and the “ restitution of all things,”’ 
she met the summons of death, without a murmur or a 
sigh ; and, retaining her faculties to the last, ebe rejoic- 
ed in her approaching deliverance, and “ sweetly eM 
asleep in Jesus,” iv the triumphs of an unshaken faith, 








and a well grounded hope, of a gloricus imarer!clify, 
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LINES 
ON. THE DEATH OF MR. A, AND HIS WIFE MRS. A. 


The ange] death, on swiftest pinions flies, 
With dread commission from the Sov’reign God, 
Wissolves our social bonds and kindred ties, 
And spreads his terrors through the earth abroad. 
Lo! kings and princes own his pow’rful sway, 
And yield obedience to his dread command, 
To thrones and palaces, he wings his way, 
And deals destruction, with unsparing hand. 
The strong, the weak, the high, the low must fall, 
The righ, the poor, the wicked and the just, 
Imperfect, finite, perishable ; all 
Shall bow, submissive, and “* Return to dust.” 
Yet, stay, Oh Death! thine unrelenting hand : 
Nor sever ihus, the cords that sweetly bind 
Our kindred spirits in connubial bands ; 
In love, in sympathy, in heart conjoin’d. 
In vain we plead ; the husband weeps in vain ; 
The purpose fixed, no human power can sway, 
Nor infant tears, nor filial love, obtain 
A kindly respite from the firm decree. 
*Tis done! the arrow flown, with deadly force, 
Swift as the vivid lightnings, see! it flies, 
Nor tears, nor pray’rs arrest its wayward course, 
It strikes the mark ; the wife, the mother dies! 
A husband’s cheek, bedewed with many a tear, 
Proclaims his grief; to heav’n he sends his cry, 
Her tender offspring, objects of her care, 
In bitter anguish, heave the parting sigh. 
But yet, *tis not enough ; insatiate still, 
he monster Death, another victim craves, 
A crue] dart remains; and at his will 
It flies, it wounds, beyond the pow’r to save. 
Scarce had the pearly fountain ceased to flow, 
The funeral knell, scarce died upon the ear, 
Or manly grief assuaged, or infant woe, 
Her the grinr messenger, again appears. 
Say ; was it not enough, that thon hadst torn, 
With one, still bleeding wound, those tender minds? 
Caus’d them with heart-felt grief to weep ; and mourn 
A mother, well beloy’d, and traly kind? 
Thou must deprive them, at this tender age, 
Of mother, father, of paternal care, 
And cast them helpless on the world’s wide stage, 
In grief, in sorrow and in keen despair! 
Well, be it so; but know, relentless fiend, 
Thy pow’r is limited, thou canst not rove 
Beyond the bounds of this frail, mortal state, 
Nor blast the purposes of heav’nly love. 
Jehovah speaks! Metbinks | hear him say, 
‘* Immortal life, and joss that ne’er decay, 
‘* Shall cause those souls, in rap’rous strains to sing, 
** Where is thy vict’ry grave? Death where’s thy sting?” 
Sweet are their slumbers, in the silent tomb, 
And earth, to them, is dead, with all its cares, 
To wound their peaceful breasts, no troubles come, 
Nor sorrow’s voice bedews their cheeks with tears. 
And when the last great trump shal] rend the earth, 
The yawning graves yield up their sleeping dead, 
Then springing forth, to an immortal birth, 
They shall appear in Christ their * living head.” 
Nor let the orphans mourn, for God has said, 
** T am their Father, in Me, they shall find 
** A constant friend ; support in time of need, 
‘** A Parent, true, benevolent and kind.” J.F. 


_ 
The Universality of the Doctrine of God our Saviour. 


“* Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak ; and hear, 
O earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall 
drop as the rain, my speech shall distill as the dew; as 
the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers 


From the N. ¥. Gospel Herald. 
AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS. 


“For I beheld, and there was no man; even among 
them, and there was no councillor, that when I asked 
of them, couLD ANSWER AWORD. Behold, they are 
all vanity---their works are NOTHING,’’----Isa, Xhl. 
28, 29. at. 

Universality of the Alonement Proved. 





(Continued from page 72.) 
THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION ILLUSTRATED. 


That God has elected, chosen, ordained, (i. e. 
appointed) or set apart some part of mankind, 
to the temporary seclusion of the residue, is a 
truth as plainly and emphatically taught in the 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as 
any doctrine therein contained, or position ad- 
vanced. Men have generally gone upon ex- 
tremes in this business. ‘They have either de- 
nied the doctrine altogether, in fact or in form, 
or, taking a few terms from the scriptures for 
the ground of their premises, they have erected, 
of their own invention, a superstructure, which 
sets every natural and rational priociple at defi- 
ance, and libels and blasphemes the character 
of the only living and true God, by ascribing to 
him attributes,and accusing him of intentions and 
purposes, which would be a foul stigma, even if 
attributed and charged to the devil, the adver- 
sary of God and man. 

The true scripture doctrine of eLxction is 
honorable to God, and consolatory to man. It 
is a brief exhibition of the beneficent purposes 
of the universal Friend, Father, and Benefactor 
of the world. God’s motive is explained, when 
the doctrine is understood; and the recipient of 
this divine knowledge, from being a trembling 
slave to error, is advanced to the freedom of the 
gospel, and, by anticipation, enjoys the happiness 
which awaits him, and all his brethren, kusmos, 
the whole family of man! “ For all things are 
yours ; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the world, (kosmos) or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come; aL are yours; and 
ye are Christ’s, and Christ 7s God’s!’ 1 Cor. ii 
22,23. (Quere. What is left for the devil 7) 
* | would have you know, that the head of eve- 
ry man is Christ.” xi 3. 

The elect are represented as first fruits. The 
AFTER fruits, of necessity, ure the non-elect.— 
Proof. This figure is borrowed from the Jew- 
ish economy. Num. xviii 12—17, * All the 
best of the oil, aud all the beat of the wine, and 
of the wheat, the Orst fraits of them, which they 
shall offer unto the Lord, them have I given 
thee. And whatsoever is first ripe in the land, 
which they shall bring vato the Lord, shali be 
thine : every one that is clean in thine house 
shall eat of it. Every thing devoted in Israe} 
shall be thine. Every thing that openeth the 
matrix in all flesh, which they bring unto the 
Lord, whether it-bke of men or beasts, shall be 
thine: nevertheless the first-born of man shalt 
thou surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean 
beasts shalt thou redeem. And those that are 
to be redeemed, from a month old shalt thou re- 
deem, according to thine estimation, for the mon- 
ey of five shekels, after the shekel of the sanc- 
tuary, which is twenty grains. But the first- 
ling of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, or the 
firstling of a goat, thou shalt not redeem, they 
ure holy: thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon 
the altar, and shalt burn their fat for an offering 
made by fire, for asweet savour unto the Lord.” 
Let if be understood, that Aaron, asa priest un- 
der the law, was a type of Christ, our Priest.— 





upon the grass.’—Deut. xxxii 1 2. 





Remember, thal the firstling of the cow, sheep 


{and goat are to be holy, and were not redeemed ! 


The firstling of unclean beasts, and the first- 
born of man were redeemed. Be it also remem- 
bered, that the goat, whom the Calvinist sends 
to his hell, as unclean and unholy, is declared 
by God tobe holy!!! And Paul declares, (Rom. 
xi 16.) ‘For if the first-fruit be hofy, the lump is 
also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the 
branches? Lev. xxiii 10,22. ‘Speak unto the 
children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye 
come into the land which I give unto yon, and 
shall reap the harvest thereof, then ve shall 
bring a sheaf of the first-frvits of your harvest 
unto the priest; and when ye reap the harvest 
of your land, thou shalt not make clear riddance 
of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, 
neither shalt thou gather any gleanings of thy 
harvest ; thou shalt jeave them unto the poor, 
and to the stranger: Iam the Lorn your God.’ 
The first-fruits were offered as an earnest of, 
and in gratitude for the after-fruits, the harvest. 
The figure, to agree with Calvinism, should de- 
scribe the husbandman, after offering the first 
ripe ears tothe Lord, as frantic with holy ficry, 
and instead of gathering his harvest, when ripe, 
and after him the gleaners going into the field. 
that nothing may be lost, scattering fircbrands 
and destroying all that remained. ‘The frs¢- 
fruits were chosen or elected by God, and offered 
in the temple. The. after-fruits could not be 
offered, because they were not ripe! And un- 
less it can be shown how the after-fruits could 
be offered as an earnest of the first, &c. and no 
reason can be offered why the after-fruiis are 
notas acceptable and useful as the first. We 
again repeat, ‘ If the first-fruit be holy, the lump 
(the whole harvest) is also holy.’ The first-fruits 
are the elect, the harvest the non-elect. Will our 
Calvinistic brethren be good enough to prove, 
that the first-fruits are, alone, wheat, and all the 
residue of the harvest cHarr? When this. is 
done, it will be proved, that the Israelites offer- 
ed their wheat to the Lord, and eat the chaff § !1 
Please toremember this! And likewise, please 
to remember, that the offermg consisted of a 
homer, (about three pints) of grain, which, ac- 
cording to Calvin’s logie, was all the wheat -the 
Israelites could raise, the residue of their crep 
being CHAFF! 

Christ is emphatically the Elect of God. Isa. 
xlii 1—4. * Behold my servant, whom I uphold ; 
mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth: I have 
put my Spirit upon him; he shail bring forth 
judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not cry, 
nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in 
the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, 
and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he 
shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set 
jodgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait 
tor his law.’ The 6th and 7th verses are a 
comptete illustration of the doctrine of electron. 
‘I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, 
and will hold thing hand, and wil! keep thee, 
and give thee for a covenant of the people, for 
a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, 
to bring out the prisoners from the prison, them 
that sit in darkoess ont of the prison-house,’— 
‘This is the purpose of God, as explained by Paul, 
Eph. 19 10. * Having made known unto us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleas- 
ure, which he hath purposed in himself; that ia 
the dispensation of the fullness of times, he 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on 
earth, even in him.’ (‘To be continued.) 

LL orders for ENGRAVING and COPPERPLATE 
PRINTING, will he thankfully received at No. 2, 











Congrees-Dquare, by Angry Bowery. 
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